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YOU MAY WISH TO CONTACT 

PRIEST IN CHARGE  JILL EDWARDS  01872 580117 
  Email jill@jilledwards.com 

www.gerransandphilleighchurches.org 
 

ST GERRANS 
Churchwarden  Anne Wesley  01872 580043 
Churchwarden  Kevin Pratt           01872 580251 
Safeguarding      Anne Wesley 
Pew News/Calendar Sue Cunningham  email        
                                              office@gerransandphilleighchurches.org   
Facebook:   www.facebook.com/st.gerrans 
 
ST PHILLEIGH 
Churchwarden  Jim Pascoe             01872 580313  
Churchwarden              Kay Robinson             01872 581877 
Safeguarding                Kay Robinson 

mailto:jill@jilledwards.com
http://www.gerransandphilleighchurches.org/
http://www.facebook.com/st.gerrans


 
 

ADVENT 
 

Advent is the shortest season in the liturgical year. It’s like a 
tiny jewel set between the end of the Church’s year and the 
birth of Christ. It is traditionally a solemn and penitential season 
where we are invited to step back and to take stock of our walk 
with God as we prepare for the coming of the Christ Child, the 
Saviour of the world. 

It is often hard to keep Advent in this way as life gets so busy in 
the run up to Christmas. Life seems to take on a momentum of 
its own and conspires against us taking time to be still as we 
journey towards the coming of Emmanuel, God with us. We 
have to be intentional about drawing aside from all the hype 
and spending time in reflection. 
 

An hour of quiet contemplation  
St Philleigh Church  

Tuesday 12 th  December at 2pm.  
********** 

A quiet time of remembering  
Thursday 21st Dec     11am-12noon 

St Gerrans  Church  
Come for a quiet moment, to rest,  to pray to 

light a candle in memory of a loved one.....  



Advent 
Quiet Day 
at St Just in Roseland 

Church 
 

 Tuesday 5 December  9.45- 4pm     
The Revõd Canon Alan Bashforth     

Canon Chancellor of Truro Cathedral   
 

Quiet Days are free of charge but a donation towards the cost 
of lunch is welcome. To book please  

Email: stjustandstmawes.org.uk  
Quiet Days are free of charge and lunch is provided, we just  
 
 

 RIP  

We remember Frederick Donald Patrick Greenslade MBE 
(Fred)  and Terence John Jacob Neal (Terry) who both died in 
November. Fred and Terry  were well loved in our  community 
and they will be sadly missed. We keep Fred and Terry’s 

families and many friends in our prayers. 

We also remember Robert Alexander Peters and  John 

Edward Oxenberry who gave their lives in the service of their 

country on the 1st December 1917 and 13th December 

respectively. 



Thank you for your support for the 

Shoebox appeal again this year. 50 boxes 
are on their way to Eastern Europe from 
our Benefice. 

 

Thank you to all those who took part in our 
Remembrance Services this year, especially to 
those who took a major role for the first time. 
Thank you for the commemorative book ‘In 
Living memory’ and for the money given for the 
Royal British Legion (£300+) and Help for Heroes ( £100+). 

 

Thank you for continuing to bring goods for 

refugees. Another car load went to All Saints 
Highertown in November en route to refugees 
in Europe. Our next collection at St Philleigh is 
on Monday 4th Dec 10-12noon and Tues 5th 
Dec 2-4pm. In January we shall be collecting 
Monday 15th and Tues 16th . You can bring 

your goods to either of our churches any time. Please mark the 
bags ‘refugees’. Warm clothes are especially welcome at this 
time of year.  

 

Thank you for continuing to bring food for Truro Foodbank, 

spectacles for Africa, postcards for the Mission Aviation 
Fellowship, ring pulls for a jewellery project in the Philippines 
and beads for RNLI.  

 

...and finally, thank you to the many people who 
are engaged in preparation for our Advent and 

Christmas celebrations. 



Tidings of comfort and joy..... 

The Carol, ‘God rest ye merry gentleman’, is one of the oldest 
that we sing dating back at least to the sixteenth century. The 
lyrics urge us not to be dismayed about anything but to rejoice 
in the Good News that the Saviour of the world is born.  At the 
time that the carol was written, the word 'rest' was commonly 
used to mean 'keep' or 'continue to be'.  So the title is not an 
invitation to put one's feet up!  Rather, its meaning is more 
close to, 'God bless you'.  

We, who sing this Carol, are called to be the Good News of 
Christmas for everyone and to bring blessing to others by the 
words that we speak and the actions we do. We need to  
become ‘Good News’ to everyone we meet for it is God’s plan 
that all should benefit from the Gospel, even people who don’t 
believe it. 

There are always opportunities to be ‘Good News’ to people, 
but at Christmas there always seem to be more. Maybe you 
have already decided how to be a blessing to others during this 
Holy season, but if not perhaps you will be inspired by one of 
these ideas.... 

The Cornish Alternative Gift Catalogue will be available soon. 
You will be able to download it from the Diocesan Website 
www.truro.anglican.org or pick up a hard copy in church. 
 
How about a meat voucher for Truro Foodbank? For £10 you 
can sponsor a meat voucher to go in with  Christmas hampers 
that are distributed to people in crisis. The vouchers are 
available from Jill. 
 
Buy toiletries or warm winter clothing for a refugee.  
 
Help a homeless person by volunteering with St Petrocs. For 
more information log on to www.stpetrocs.org.uk/volunteer Or 
contact Lois Wild. 
E lois.wild@stpetrocs.org.uk T 01872 260948 

http://www.truro.anglican.org/
http://www.stpetrocs.org.uk/volunteer
mailto:lois.wild@stpetrocs.org.uk


 

Christingle Services  

at St Gerrans  

Weds 6th  Dec 2.45pm with  Gerrans 
School and  

Sunday 10 th  Dec 4pm  With Nativity  

at St Philleigh  

Sunday 17th  Dec 6pm  
 with retiring collection s for the  

Childrenõs Society 
 
Messy Church Brunch and   

Christmas Workshop  
Saturday Dec 9th    10-11.30 at 

St Gerrans  
Come along and make decorations for  

church and home . Bacon butties (and veggie option)  will be 
served to keep the energy levels up.  

 



Wednesday December 1 3th at 7pm  
Carols for Crisis.  

St Gerran s 
Sing and raise money for Crisis, providing shelter, food 

and medical care to those who are homele ss and in need. 
Music by St. Ant hony Noyse. Mulled wine, soft drinks  

and lots of mince pies.  

 
 

 
 

Gerrans School Nativity  Play  
 

Frid ay December 15th              6pm. 
At St Gerrans Church  

 

 
 

 

 



 

Decorating St Philleigh  
for Christmas  

Call into St Philleigh any time 
between 1 0 and 11.30 on 

Saturday 16th  Dec  
Seasonal Refreshments  

 
Carols in Portscatho 

Square  

Sunday December 17th       
at 5pm  

Wrap up warm, and sing carols down in  
Portscatho S quare.  

Music by St. Ant hony Noyse.  

Special appearance from Santa.  



Carol Singing in 
Philleigh parish  

Meet at Treworlas 
Tues 19 th   Dec 6.0 0pm 

 
Collecting for the Childrenõs Society. 

Wrap up warm!  
 

Carol Singing at Eshcol Nu rsing Home  

Thursday 21 st  Dec 2pm  
(Meet at Eshcol)  

 
Carols by Candlelight  

Thurs 21 st  7pm St Just.  
Carols and seasonal refreshments  

With St Antho ny Noyse 
Portscatho Memorial Hall  
Sat 23rd Dec 10.30 -12 noon 



 

Family Crib Service  

Sunday 24th   at 4pm St Gerranõs 
Join Mary and Joseph, the angels and the 

shepherds who make their way to Bethlehem  
to celebrate the birth of Jesus.   

 

 

United Benefice  

Carol Service  

9 lessons and carols  

Sunday 24th  December   6.00pm  

 At St Philleigh.  

Seasonal refreshments  
Donations invited for St Petrocõs. 

 



 

 

òIt came upon  a midnight clearó 

United Benefice  

Midnight Communion  

St Gerrans  

Sunday  December  24th  at 11.30pm 

 

Monday  December 25 th   

Family Communion  
 

St  Gerran s 10am    
    St Philleigh 10.30am  

 

Happy Christmas  



 

We are supporting a variety of charities in December 
and January.  

With £26.08, Crisis will give a single, 

homeless person welcoming support,  three 
nutritious hot meals including Christmas dinner,  
the chance to shower and change clothes, have 
a haircut and get a health check expert advice 
on life-changing issues like housing and 

employment and an introduction to Crisis year-round services 
for training and support for the future. 

 
One million children will see their lives 
changed this year as a result of the work of the 

Children’s Society. The Society stands alongside  
the UK’s most vulnerable children. 

 

St Petroc’s is a Cornish 
charity for single homeless 
people. The charity  provides 

accommodation, support, advice, 
training and resettlement services. 

The British Red Cross is a medical 

charity which responds to emergencies, 
prepares for disasters, protects people in 
armed conflict, offers support to refugees, administers first aid, 
provides wheelchairs and other aids and educates young 
people. 

  St Gerrans next  char ity lunch will be on  
Thursday 18th  January   from 12 -1.30pm 
Donations invited for The Red Cross . 

Offers of help always welcome . Please contact Sue 
Evans 01872 580351 



Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity 2018. Material for 2018 was 

produced in the Caribbean and uses 
Exodus 15, a song of triumph over 
oppression, as the motif of the Week of 
Prayer. The themes of the daily material 
raise some of the contemporary issues 
addressed by the churches of the 
Caribbean. Abuses of human rights are 

found across the region and we are challenged to consider our 
manner of welcoming of the stranger into our midst. Human 
trafficking and modern-day slavery continue to be huge issues. 
Addiction to pornography and drugs, continue to be serious 
challenges to all societies. The debt crisis has a negative 
impact upon the nations and upon individuals – the economies 
of the nations and people have become precarious. Family life 
continues to be challenged by the economic restrictions which 
lead to migration, domestic abuse and violence. 

The Caribbean Churches work together to heal the wounds in 
the body of Christ. Reconciliation demands repentance, 
reparation and the healing of memories. The whole Church is 
called to be both a sign and an active agent of this 
reconciliation. 

United Roseland Service for 
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

Sunday 21t January 3.00pm 
Venue to be confirmed 

 

International Holocaust Remembrance Day January 27th  
This is an international memorial day for the victims of the 
Holocaust. Holocaust is the genocide that resulted in the 

annihilation of six million European Jews as well as millions of 
others by the Nazi regime.  

 



Celebrate Epiphany  
Sunday 7th January 
Holy Communion, St Gerrans at 10am. 
Morning Worship, St Philleigh at 10.30am. 

(Jill and Martin invite you to drinks and 

nibbles at Trelowen on Twelfth Night, Sat 6th 

Jan from 5pm. Everyone is welcome. Please just come. ) 

 

Plough Sunday is a traditional 
English celebration of the 
beginning of the agricultural year 
that has seen some revival over 
recent years. Plough Sunday 
celebrations usually involve 
bringing a ploughshare into a 
church with prayers for the blessing of the land. Traditionally, 
work in the fields did not begin until the day after Plough 
Sunday: Plough Monday. Although the nature of farming has 
changed over the centuries, Plough Sunday is seen as a way of 
generally celebrating farming and the work of farmers. At St 
Philleigh on 14th Jan we shall celebrate Plough Sunday asking 
God to bless the plough and the soil. After the service we 
shall have lunch together at The Roseland Inn.  

Messy Church  

Sunday  14th  Jan at 4pm -  (St Gerrans)  
Sunday 28 th  Jan at 10.30am  (St Philleigh)  

 

Open for Prayer  
The next Benefice Prayer Group is on Tuesday    

Jan 2nd   2-3pm at St Gerrans  

            

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Agricultural_year&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plowshare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plough_Monday


Prayer Diary 

Please give thanks for  

¶ the gift of a Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

¶ The opportunity to remember 
those who laid down their lives for our freedom. 

¶ for the generous support for our charity fund-raising 
events, refugee collections and Fairtrade. 

Please pray  

¶ For all those whose lives are being destroyed by violence, 
terrorism, fear, hunger, disease, poverty and sickness. 
May the world know God’s peace and justice. 

¶ That we may keep Advent as a season of preparation, 
Christmas as a season of celebration and 2018 as a year 
where we bring the Good News and God’s blessing to all. 

¶ That this Christmas people will come to know Jesus 
personally and begin 2018 in a new and close relationship 
with God. 

¶ For those for whom Christmas will be a difficult and painful 
time and for those facing financial insecurity. 

¶  For the work of Crisis, St Petroc’s, the Children’s Society, 
the Red Cross and all other charities seeking to alleviate 
suffering. 

¶ For unity amongst God’s people so that we might work 
together in every way we can. 

 

NEW for 2018.  
The Bible Study Group which has met monthly on a 

Wednesday afternoon will continue in 2018 as a HOME 
GROUP and will meet on the first Thursday of each month in 

the evening. We will continue to study the Bible, enjoy a time of 
fellowship and discuss a variety of topics. In January we’ll begin 
by taking a look at Bill Hybel’s book, ‘Just walk across the 
room’. Everyone is welcome and if you would like to come 

please let Jill know so we can choose a venue to fit the size of 
the group. 



 
Thoughts for the New Year from Mother Theresa 

 
People are often unreasonable, irrational and self-centred. 

Forgive them anyway. 
If you are kind, people may accuse you of ulterior motives. 

Be kind anyway. 
If you are successful, you will win some unfaithful friends and 

some genuine enemies. 
Succeed anyway. 

If you are honest and sincere, people may decieve you. 
Be honest and sincere anyway. 

What you spend years creating, others could destroy overnight. 
Create anyway. 

If you find serenity and happiness, some may be jealous. 
Be happy anyway. 

The good you do today will often be forgotten. 
Do good anyway. 

Give the best you have and it will never be enough. 
Give your best anyway. 

In the final analysis it is between you and God. 
It was never between you and them anyway! 

 

Do all the good you can, 
By all the means you can, 

In all the ways you can, 
In all theplaces you can, 
At all the times you can, 

To all the people you can, 
As long as ever you can.   

John Wesley 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

We wish you 

A Joyful Christmas 

and 

a very Blessed and 

Happy New Year. 
 

Please note this calendar is for December and Jan. 
The next calendar will be published in February 

2018. For additional information follow us on 
Facebook www.facebook.com/st.gerrans or log on 

to our website 
www.gerransandphilleighchurches.org  

http://www.facebook.com/st.gerrans
http://www.gerransandphilleighchurches.org/

