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ST GERRANS 
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Churchwarden  Kevin Pratt           01872 580251 
Safeguarding      Anne Wesley 
Pew News/Calendar Sue Cunningham  email        
                                              office@gerransandphilleighchurches.org   
Facebook:   www.facebook.com/st.gerrans 
 
ST PHILLEIGH 
Churchwarden  Jim Pascoe             01872 580313  
Churchwarden              Kay Robinson             01872 581877 
Safeguarding                Kay Robinson 
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From Daisy Morse 
 
Over several years 
Canford School in 
Dorset, where I attend, 
have supported the work 
of the Goodwill 
Orphanage in Southern 
India (pictured left). As a 
current sixth form 

student I was given the opportunity to spend 2 weeks in Tamil 
Nardu, mostly teaching the children at the Goodwill Childrenôs 
Home in Thandigudi, but also working with children in local 
schools, tribal villages and at orphanages for older children 
studying for their exams.  
 
As part of the experience I was asked to raise money to donate 
to the orphanages which would be spent on current projects 
and the childrenôs education. The on-going support provided by 
this partnership has also gone towards improving the standard 
of living for some local villages and we were able to visit to see 
how this has made a difference.  
 
As part of the fundraising I produced packs of postcards based 
on my original artwork and my thanks goes to all who have 
bought them already. 
 
The experience I had in India was truly amazing. The children 
were wonderfully friendly and open and so grateful for our time 
and company. Everywhere we visited the warmth of the 
welcome was heartfelt. We shared dancing, games and the 
obligatory cricket match. I feel privileged to have been given the 
opportunity to meet and work with such incredible people at the 
Goodwill Charity and the chance to make a small difference to 
the children. 

Daisyôs postcards are on sale in  
St Gerrans Church. 



480 Billion Plastic Bottles 
were sold in  2016. Thatôs about 20,000 per 
second. If placed end to end they would 
extend more than halfway to the sun. In the 
UK 35 million plastic bottles are sold every 
day. 
 
Fewer than half of these were collected for 
recycling when empty and just 7% of those 
collected were turned into new bottles.  
Most plastic bottles end up in landfill or in the oceans. Last 
year, a report from the Ellen MacArthur Foundation found that 
by 2050, plastic could outweigh fish in the oceans. Plastic is 
becoming all pervasive in the marine environment. A study by 
the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has 
estimated there were 46,000 pieces of plastic litter per square 
mile in the oceans 
 
The growth in production is partly driven by rising standards in 
China and the Asia Pacific region where there are ongoing 
concerns about groundwater contamination and the quality of 
tap water.  
 
Although plastic bottles can be recycled, the top six dinks 
companies currently use only about 6% of recycled materials in 
their products. A third of them have no targets to increase their 
use of recycled plastics. 
 

The Marine Conservation Charity is 
challenging us to reduce our plastic 
footprint. They want to change people's 
attitudes towards single-use-plastics, 
and to encourage us to just buy what 

we need. People taking on the Plastic Challenge are often 
shocked to find out just how much single use plastic is used 
every day. 
For more info go to www.mcsuk.org/plasticchallenge  

https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/publications/the-new-plastics-economy-rethinking-the-future-of-plastics
http://www.unep.org/regionalseas/marinelitter/publications/docs/plastic_ocean_report.pdf
http://www.mcsuk.org/plasticchallenge


For the beauty of the Earth. 
Creationtideô or the óSeason of Creationô is the period in the 
annual church calendar, from 1st September to 4th October, 

dedicated to God as Creator and Sustainer of all life.  For four 
weeks we shall consider together the beauty of the earth. We 
shall meet Tuesday evenings 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th at 6pm for 

supper and 7pm for discussion at Trelowen. 

 
Week 1 

óWe are fearfully and wonderfully madeô (Psalm 139:14) 
We shall marvel at some of the wonders of Creation and see 

how our Father Creator thinks of everything! 
 

Week 2  
óFood, glorious food.ô (Oliver!) 

We shall consider food security, waste and hunger and explore 
how, when Godôs provision is so plentiful, people are hungry. 
Weôll examine how we might contribute to a more just and fairer 

world. 
 

Week 3  
óThe sea is his, for he made it.ô (Psalm 95.4) 

We shall explore the ónot so blueô planet as we look at  the 
wonder and vastness of the oceans, their teeming life and only 

recently discovered mysterious creatures of the deep, all of 
which are now threatened by our pollution and carelessness. 
Weôll examine how we can become more responsible stewards 
of the seas and more faithful and respectful to God's creation. 

 
 

Week 4  
óLift up your eyes on high and see who has 

created these stars.ô (Is 40 v26) 
We shall explore the night sky from the 

balcony. 
 



 
Thank you to all the holidaymakers 
who joined us for worship during 
August. You swell our congregations! 
We were so pleased to welcome old 
friends returning to our Benefice and 
new friends too. 
 
 
Thank you to all who supported 

the church and cricket club fete at Gerrans. You 
turned out in force, raising over £1500 which will be 
shared between the St Gerrans and the cricket club. 

 
Thank you for your support at the 
Philleigh Fairs. Chair of the Friends of  
St Philleigh, Rob Wing, writes,óOnce 
again we have managed to deliver two 
successful Philleigh Fairs.  Thank you 
to all who helped in making them 
happen with such professionalism, we 
really are most grateful for your 
unstinting commitment. Our customers confirmed they like our 
Philleigh Fairs 'just the way they areô! Special thanks must go to 
Jim and Shirley Pascoe for their total commitment and for the 
use of Court Farm fields. 
All funds raised will continue to be used to maintain our   
medieval church of St. Philleigh. 

 
 

 
 
Thank you to Cynthia Carlton for 
mending all the kneelers in need of 
repair at St Gerrans. This was an 
enormous task. 
 



Thank you for more generous 
donations of goods at St Philleighôs 
August collection for refugees. The 

goods are on their way. Our next 
collection for refugees at  
St Philleigh will be on 
Monday 11th Sept 10-12noon 
and Tuesday 12th Sept 2-
4pm. You can leave goods for 

refugees in either of our churches at 
any time. Please mark the bag clearly óRefugeesô.  
 
Burma Star Service 

About 50 people gathered on the Lugger on 15th 
August VJ Day and the 72nd  anniversary of the 
end of the Second World War. Wreaths and 
flowers were laid by representatives of the Armed 
Forces and the local churches. Thanks you to 

Gerrans Holiday Brass, 
(pictured right), teenagers 
staying in the village this 
summer, who kindly 
accompanied us as we sang 
óAbide with meô. Rachel 
Mckenzie played The Last 
Post to signal the one minuteôs 
silence.  

 
Service to commemorate 

the Battle of Britain  
Sun Sept 10th 10.30am at 
Portscatho United Church.  

(No  service at St Gerrans.) 



The National Coastwatch Institution (NCI) 

is an entirely voluntary organisation keeping a visual watch 
along UK shores.   Each station assists in the protection and 
preservation of life at sea and around the UK coastline. 

Currently around 50 NCI stations are operational and staffed by 
over 2000 volunteers keeping watch around the British Isles. 

NCI watchkeepers provide the eyes 
and ears along the coast, monitoring 
radio channels and providing a 
listening watch in poor visibility.  

The Queen's Award for Voluntary 
Service has been awarded to NCI and 
this year the Princess Royal has 
agreed to be NCIôs Patron.  

Portscatho's Lookout is at Pednvadan Point, and is arguably 
the organisation's smallest lookout (with three people inside, 
someone has to step outside if the chart needs turning over!). 

Visitors are welcome and for more information or to volunteer 
contact Station manager Sue OôDonovon 01872 580180 or  
log on to  www.nci.org.uk/portscatho.  
 

Our next  charity lunch will be on 

Thursday 21 st   September   

from 12 -1.30 pm  

Donations invited for Coastwatch  

Offers of help always welcome. Please contact Pauline on  

01872 580507 or Kevin on 01872 580251 

Thanks to your generosity over £750 was raised at our charity 

lunches in July and August. 

http://www.nci.org.uk/portscatho


For the beauty of the earth! 

United Benefice Harvest Celebrations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Harvest Breakfast and Thanksgiving 

Sunday 24th Sept 10am  at St Gerrans 
(no morning service at St Philleigh) 

 

 

 

 

Traditional Harvest Festival Services 

Sun 1st October 10.30m Portscatho United Church 

Sunday 8th October 10.30am at St Philleigh. 

with auction and lunch 

(no morning services at St Gerrans on 1st and 8th October) 

This year we are supporting Farm Africa, R.A.B.I. 

and Truro Foodbank. 



Farm Africa  reduces poverty by helping farmers in 

eastern Africa to grow more, sell more and sell for more. With 
their help, rural families are growing their incomes while also 
protecting their local environment for generations to come.  

For example, increased access to 
water has enabled farmers in 
Tigray, northern Ethiopia, to grow 
a variety of fruits and vegetables 
at higher profit margins and with 
higher nutritional value. Aregawi 
Gebremeskel (pictured left) has 
benefited from this initiative and 
looks forward to the future with 
optimism. 
 

Despite a challenging childhood, where poverty left him hungry 
and without any formal education, Aregawi has set about 
improving the productivity of the family smallholding. At first he 
manually delivered water from a local pond to his farm, but the 
farmôs productivity was transformed when he (and 10 other 
neighbouring farmers) received a motorised water lifting pump 
from Farm Africa and training on how to use it. 
 
Aregawi says óI started growing varieties of vegetables that 
include garlic, onions, tomatoes, cabbages, spinach, beetroot, 
carrots and peppercorns.ô He is able to feed the family from the  
produce he grows and sell enough to afford for the family to 
buy other food, send his brothers to school and for the family to  
no longer be poor. 
 
Farm Africa has 170 staff operating across the eastern African 
countries of Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda.  
They work with different types of farmers in a range of regions, 
from dry rangelands to lush, diverse forests. Their situations 
may vary, but these small-scale farmers face increasing 
economic and environmental challenges. 



R.A.B.I ð the Royal Agricultural Benevolent 

Institution  ï is a welfare charity which helps farming people 

in financial difficulty. Every year, they give out around £2million 
in grants to farming people in hardship of all ages.  Their work 
is funded by public donations and they support people who 
currently work in farming as well as those who have retired or 
are unable to work due to illness or disability. They also help 
their families. 

From the letters of thanks R.A.B.I receive, they know that their 
support makes a big difference to real lives. They work in strict 
confidence and are grateful to Peter who agreed to share his 
story.  

 

Peter's story 
Peter Holliday, a 53-year-old self-
employed agricultural contractor from 
Silloth in Cumbria, was diagnosed 
with throat cancer in 2015. His first 
thoughts were not about his illness or 
his long-term future. It was how 
would he and wife Ali pay the bills 
while he was undergoing surgery and 
radiotherapy. 

 Peter said: ñThe disease itself didnôt really faze me, although it 
upset everyone around me. It was the financial side of things 
that bothered me.ò 

R.A.B.I and Macmillan Cancer Support helped him throughout 
his treatment ï with R.A.B.I clearing some domestic bills and 
covering the costs of hospital travel. 

Peter said: ñYouôve no idea how much it meant to me to see a 
cheque arrive through the door, it was such a weight off my 
mind. All I could see was a heap of bills on the table." 



September 2017 is going to be 
Foodbank Month! 

Not that every month isnôt, but in 
September Truro Foodbank intend to have a particular focus on 
raising awareness of the work of the Foodbank. In Truro, as 
well as regionally and nationally, the need for Foodbanks is 
growing and with it the need not just for food, time and money ï 
important though those are ï but also simply for awareness.   

Truro Foodbank welcome everyone to the following 
events. 

Saturday 2nd Sept ï 8.30am to 9.30am Prayer Breakfast in 
Sambells at Truro Methodist Church followed by Charity Stalls 
on the forecourt between 10.00am and 1.00pm 
(If you would like to attend the breakfast please let The Foodbank know 
in advance via email) 

 
Sunday 10th Sept ï Visit Truro Foodbank stand at Truro Day 
in Boscawen Park from 11.00am 
 
Wednesday 20th Sept ï Showing Ken Loachôs Award winning 
film ñI DANIEL BLAKEò at Truro Methodist Church ï doors 
open at 7.00am, donations invited. 

Saturday 23rd Sept ï PUTTING the Tea in TRURO ï Visit 
Truro Foodbank stall within Truro Farmers Market on the 
Piazza between 9.00am and 3.30pm and get a FREE cuppa. 

Friday 29th Sept ï GOLF DAY at Holywell Golf Club (Par three 
course).Individual and Team events. 
£15 per head (includes golf and Pasty lunch) 
(If you are interested in taking part please request details via 
email) 

 

FOR ANY INFORMATION RELATING TO THESE EVENTS 

PLEASE CONTACT Truro Foodbank 

trurofoodbank@gmail.com OR telephone 07721 711669 

mailto:trurofoodbank@gmail.com


Congratulations to Carly Marriott and Andrew Lucas 
who are to be married at St Gerrans Church on 
Saturday 9th Sept. We keep Carly and Andrew in our 
prayers.  
 

 
We welcome Rosamund and Peter Newey and their 
family and friends to St Gerrans Church on Sunday 
10th September, 2pm. We welcome Oscar Palmer and 
his family and friend to St Philleigh on 17th September 
in the afternoon. Rosamund, Peter and Oscar will be 
baptised. 
 

Congratulations to Jemima and Nick Collins on 
the safe arrival of Poppy on 14th August, a 
sister for Lilliana. Congratulations to 
grandparents Judy and Michael Whittall and 
Dee and Rob Collins. 
 

   YRIP  

We remember Frederick Quintress and Reginal Garland who 
gave their lives in the service of their country on 12th and 22nd 
September 2017 respectively.  
We also remember the family and friends of Hilda Iddeson, a 
much loved local person who many of us knew and will miss. 
For a long time Hilda worked at the Gerrans Bay Hotel and 
latterly lived in a cottage next door to the church. Hilda had a 
strong but quiet faith in God and valued times of prayer. 

We also remember the family and friends of Barbary Joan 
Thorn. Barbary has been laid to rest in St Gerrans Churchyard 
alongside members of her family. 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, His mercies never 
come to an end; they are new every morning; great is his 

faithfulness. (Lamentations 3.22,23.) 



A good read...  
Reading Backwards Richard  B. Hays 

SPCK 2015 London  ISBN 978 ï 0 ï 281 ï 07408 ï 2 

This has been for me one of those enlightening books that have 
transformed the way that I read scripture. Hays teaches us how 
to read the New Testament Gospels in a new and more 
penetrating way focussing on how the Old  and New 
Testaments both  interact with, and interpret each other to 
provide one continuous story of Israel. He claims that we can 
only truly understand the Old and New Testaments when we 
consider them both in the light of Jesusô resurrection. By 
reading the gospels first then reading backwards into the Old 
Testament, and then rereading the Gospels  we gain new 
insights that we may have previously missed.  

Often in the past many have alluded to how Matthew in 
particular, has often used the phrase ñ this all took place to fulfil 
what the prophets had saidò but in this book Hays claims that 
all four of the Gospel writers knew how to read the old 
Testament  in a way that prefigured Jesus and that in their 
different approaches all four declare that the Torah, the 
prophets and the psalms mysteriously  prefigure Jesus and his 
Christology. Hays uncovers the strategies that they employ toô 
read backwardsô showing how the Old Testament discloses the 
astonishing truth about Jesus identity and how the Gospel 
writers present Jesus as the very embodiment of the God of 
Israel.  The Christology of the Old Testament is brought to light 
and throws new light onto the New bringing new insights to the 
texts we thought we knew so well. 

This is a read that will bring a smile to your face, it is a book full 
of óah aô moments when  the pennies drop and links are made 
that are so obvious  once  you make them, but which for most 
of the time elude us or go over our heads. It is like being given 
óThe Bible for Dummiesô and reading it again for the first time! 

(Haley) 



Classic Cars on the Green and 
Fundraiser  

in aid of the  
Cornwall Air Ambulance. 
The Royal Standard,Gerrans  

Sunday 10th Sept from 2.30pm .  

 

Open for Prayer  
The next Benefice Prayer Group is on Tuesday    
Sept 12th 2-3pm at St Gerrans  

 
Join with others to pray for our community, 

our nation and the world. 
Please leave prayer requests in the books at 
the back of both our churches. If you would 
like prayer for healing or confidential prayer, 

please contact Jill. 

 
 

The Bible Study group                                   

  continue reading Paul`s letters. 
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 13th Sept at 

2.00pm at Little Compton, Philleigh. Everyone welcome 

 

THE CALLING - INFORMAL CLUSTER 

WORSHIP ON THE ROSELAND. 

 The Calling, a fresh expression of worship, is 
an opportunity to get together and worship in an 
informal contemporary style.   

Sunday 17th September 6pm at St Just.  
 



Shoeboxes!  

 Surely itôs not that time of the year 
again already? 
Yes it is!  
Both our churches will again be filling 

shoeboxes with Christmas gifts for distribution in Eastern 
Europe. This year the boxes may contain gifts for all the family 
or for elderly people as we are supporting a different charity, 
Link to Hope.  

Itôs time to put shoeboxes and gifts to fill them on our shopping 
lists. You can fill your own shoebox or bring in suitable gifts and 
the children will do it for you at Messy Church! Gifts to put in 
the family shoeboxes include hat, scarf, gloves, flannel, soap, 
toothpaste, toothbrush, hairbrush, comb, shampoo, shower gel, 
safety razors, plasters, sewing kits, candles and holders, wind 
up torches, tape measures, toys, educational supplies, 
sweets,(bb June 18)  and jewellery. Gifts for boxes for elderly 
people include handkerchiefs, small mirror, reading glasses, 
sensory items (eg wind chimes, lavender bags, bean bag items, 
sweets).    

Shoe Box Sunday is on November 5th in both our 
churches. 
More information in our October calendar or log on to 
www.linktohope.co.uk  
 

Messy Church  

Sunday  10th   Sept at 4pm -  (St Gerrans)  
Sunday 24th   Sept at 10.0am ( harvest service)  

 
 

http://www.linktohope.co.uk/


Walk without fainting.... 
Dr David Livingstone spent four years in Africa on his first 
expedition. He walked from Cape Town to the Victoria Falls, 
then to the West Coast at Lobito Bay on the Atlantic Ocean. 
From there he walked back to Central Africa. He followed the 
Zambezi River right down to Quillmane on the Indian Ocean 
and there boarded a ship back to Scotland. 
 
There were many times he was sick and nearly perished. 
During his expeditions he was mauled by a lion, had malaria 
countless times and was often very hungry, thirsty and tired. He 
suffered all kinds of physical discomforts, yet he carried on. He 
never gave up. He had a single purpose; to see Christianity 
come to Africa. Because of that, even when his body was 
weary, his spirit was strong.  
 
No doubt Dr Livingstone took comfort from the words of the 
apostle Paul who knew all about suffering and persecution. He 
wrote óBut the Lord said to me, ñMy grace is sufficient for you, 
for my power is made perfect in weakness.ò Therefore I will 
boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christôs 
power may rest on me. That is why, for Christôs sake, I delight 
in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in 
difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.ô  
(2 Corinthians 12 verses 9 and 10.) 
 
 When we feel weary, faint and overwhelmed it is good to 
remember that Jesus is the one who gives strength for every 
day. The prophet Isaiah reminds us that we are to wait on the 
Lord to renew our strength and then we shall rise up with wings 
like eagles.  
 

Renew your strength at the 
St Just Quiet Day 19th September 9.45-4pm. The day 
will be led by the Venerable Roger Bush, Dean of Truro 
Cathedral. Take some time out to wait on the Lord and 

be renewed. 



Prayer Diary 

Please give thanks for  

¶ all the visitors who attended our 
services and events during August. 

¶ the way God meets our financial 
needs. 

¶ a bountiful harvest and much food on our tables. 

¶ the opportunity to respond generously to others. 
 

Please pray for 

¶ farmers throughout the word, especially those facing 
difficulty due to climate change, inadequate resources, 
unjust trade practices, poverty and ill health. 

¶  each one of us that we shall live in ways that respect 
Godôs creation. Pray for our study course in September. 

¶ our commitment to prayer, that it might be a priority, that 
we shall take time to ówait on the Lordô and renew our 
strength. 

¶ young people returning to school and college. Pray 
especially for those whose results have meant that they 
must change their plans. 

¶ Andrew and Carly as they begin their married life. 

¶ Rosamund, Peter and Oscar as they are baptized. 

¶ those who are grieving. 
 

If you would like prayer for a specific situation you can leave a 
message in the prayer books at the back of both our churches. 
If it is personal and you would like private prayer, please 
contact Jill (01872 580117). 
 

ñLord, when I feel that what I'm doing is insignificant and 
unimportant, help me to remember that everything I do is 

significant and important in your eyes, because you love me 
and you put me here, and no one else can do what I am doing 

in exactly the way I do it.ò ˈ Brennan Manning, Souvenirs of 

Solitude: Finding Rest in Abba's Embrace 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/27405.Brennan_Manning
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/6853161
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/6853161


                    
 

 

 

What is failure? 

Failure is not an event, but rather a judgement about an event. 
Failure us not something that happens to us or a label we 
attach to things. It is a way of thinking about outcomes. 

Before Jonas Salk developed a vaccine for polio that finally 
worked he tried 200 unsuccessful ones. Somebody asked him 

how it felt to fail 200 times. Jonas replied  
ñI never failed 200 times in my life. I was taught never to use 
the word ófailureô. I just found 200 ways of how not to vaccinate 

for polio.ò 
 

Somebody once asked Winston Churchill what most prepared 
him to risk political suicide by speaking out against Hitler during 
the years  of appeasement in the mid1930ôs, the to lead Britain 
against Nazi Germany. Churchill said it was the time he had to 

repeat a grade in elementary school. 
 

ñYou mean you failed a year in school?ò he was asked. 
 

ñI never failed anything in my lifeò, replied Churchill. ñI just had 
another opportunity to get it rightò. 

 
Perhaps the only real failure in life is to give up too soon and to 
be afraid to try again. God is a God of second chances who is 

always ready to forgive and help us start over again. 


